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be treated as hostile if they had submitted to "be visited by
British cruisers under the Orders in Council.

But the British Government did not consider that this pro-
ceeding could be made the ground for exacting from thorn a
repeal of their Orders in Council, in compliance with a promise
which they had previously given to repeal them, when satisfied
of the revocation of the French Decrees. They construed the
French declaration in one of the ways of which it was certainly
susceptible, -namely, as a conditional revocation; the condition
being, as they viewed it, that, before the French Decrees should
cease to operate, Great Britain must have repealed her Orders
in Council, and also must have renounced those principles of
blockade which the French alleged to be new. They said that
the United States could not be warranted in putting their
Non-intercourse Act in force against England, and not against
France, under such a condition as France had now added to the
American claim.

At home, the President, relying on the French declaration,
on the M of November, 1810, issued his proclamation, an-
nouncing that the French Decrees had been so revoked as to
cease to violate the neutral commerce of the United States, and
declaring our trade open with France and her dependencies.
On the same day the collectors of the customs throughout the
Union were instructed to put the Non-intercourse Act in force,
after the 2cl of the ensuing February, against British vessels,
and all the productions of Great Britain and her dependencies,
if the revocation of the English Orders in Council had not in
the mean time been announced. When informed of this stop,
Napoleon did nothing more than to direct his prize courts to
suspend the further execiition of the Berlin and Milan Decrees,
in the cases of American vessels, until the 3d of February, but
to hold the American prizes in a state of sequestration until
that day. His cruisers were not directed to cease making
captures of American property sailing in contravention of his
decrees. The Emperor reserved to himself to determine, on
the 2d of February, "with regard to the definitive measures to
be taken for distinguishing and favoring the American navi-
gation."

While these things were taking place in France and in